5                  MUTINY MEMOIRS.
cartridges, held a special parade for the
purpose on the 24th of April 1857; and,
after an explanatory speech, pointing
out to the men the groundlessness of
their fears, ordered them to use the car-
tridges. Eighty-five of them refused to
do so. A court of inquiry was subse-
quently held on their conduct, followed
by the inevitable court-martial. Only
one finding was possible; and the sen-
tence pronounced on all the culprits was
one of ten years* imprisonment. This,
in the case of some of the younger sol-
diers, was reduced to five years by the
confirming officer, General Hewett, Com-
manding the Meerut Division. On the
morning of the gih of May the whole
garrison of Meerut paraded to hear the
sentences read out; after which each
convict was fitted with a pair of leg-irons,
fitted there and then, on to his ankles by
blacksmiths.
In sullen silence the two native infan-
try corps, the i ith and 2Oth, and my own
regiment, which was dismounted on that
occasion, witnessed the degrading punish-